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00.1327 Frank E. Gallup Traveling over the Mohawk River
A man and a woman on the canal boat Frank E. Gallup in the spillway 
of an aqueduct over the Mohawk River. 

69.945 Steam Packet at Syracuse City Hall
Two well-dressed ladies are among the passengers on this steam 
packet boat traveling through Syracuse on the Canal. At the time of 
this photo, City Hall had just been completed and was standing 
empty. 

CS1998.1.11 Laid Up for Winter, by E.J. Meeker (February 16, 1884; Harper’s Weekly)
Canal boats waiting out winter in Coenties Slip, East River. 

Rear: CS1998.1.03a Canal Life
These images of life on the Canal were drawn by S. G. McCutchen and run in Harper’s Weekly, December 20, 1879. 

77.84.2 George F. Weaver on the Black River Canal
A couple traveling by boat on the Black River Canal. 



INV1009.91 Beauty on the Barge Deck
Engraving from the National Police 
Gazette of New York, dated July 22, 
1882. Per the caption, the life of a canal 
boat belle “developes [sic] muscle and 
agility, as well as an acquaintance with agility, as well as an acquaintance with 
the country and the people in it.” 

00.1592 Suffragist March at Fayette Park
This undated photograph was taken at 
Fayette Park in Syracuse. Syracuse was one 
of the cities that owed its thriving 
existence to the Erie Canal. 

The Suffrage

Agricultural products, raw materials, 
and manufactured goods were not the 
only things transported along the Erie 
Canal. The people that accompanied 
those goods or who used the canal as 
their personal transportation system 
carried ideas from one place to 
another. Elizabeth Smith Miller another. Elizabeth Smith Miller 
travelled from New England along the 
Canal to the home of her parents, 
Gerrit and Ann Fitzhugh Smith in 
Peterboro where she showed her 
cousin, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, a new, 
unconventional outfit she was 
wearing. Stanton took this wardrobe wearing. Stanton took this wardrobe 
idea back to Seneca Falls where Amelia 
Bloomer wrote about it in her 
newspaper, The Lily, which was 
distributed to subscribers in the distributed to subscribers in the 
north. In this way, the Canal was used 
to spread the ideas of democracy and 
reform throughout New York and 
further West.

Movement



Women’s suffrage was not a new idea in the early 19th century when the 
Erie Canal was transforming the landscape of New York. Abigail Adams had 
admonished the men meeting in Philadelphia in 1776 to “remember the 
ladies” or they would “foment a rebellion and will not hold ourselves bound 
by any Laws in which we have no voice, or Representation.” In 1848, 72 
years later, women traveled along the canals and roads of New York State to 
meet in Seneca Falls where they would start such a rebellion. Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Martha Wright, Jane Hunt, Mary Ann McClintock, and Lucretia Mott Stanton, Martha Wright, Jane Hunt, Mary Ann McClintock, and Lucretia Mott 
organized the Seneca Falls Convention where women’s grievances were 
outlined in the Declaration of Sentiments and the right to vote was claimed. 
Susan B. Anthony, Matilda Joslyn Gage, Sojourner Truth, Harriet Tubman, 
and Amelia Bloomer would join the cause lending their unique voices to the 
women’s suffrage movement.  But it would take another 72 years after that 
meeting in Seneca Falls for women’s voting rights to be guaranteed by the 
19th amendment to the United States Constitution.

L81.51.6 Ethel Spillet Zysett
View of Ethel Spillet Zysett posed rather cheekily next to a rock with a 
Canal bridge and a boat in the background.

L81.51.5 Ladies on a Canal Boat
These two well-dressed women are sitting in a small boat tied up along the Erie Canal. 

L81.51.7 Emma Zyssett Fulmer
Emma Zyssett Fulmer looks very relaxed in this Canalside 
photo. 



November 6, 2017 marks the 100th anniversary of women’s 
suffrage in New York State. Today the canal towns of Syracuse, 
Albany, Lockport, Rochester, and Rome all boast female mayors.  
Women are office holders on the town, county, and state levels. 
New York State has had four female Lieutenant Governors, 
including current office holder Kathy Hochul. On the federal level, including current office holder Kathy Hochul. On the federal level, 
nine of New York’s representatives to Congress are women, as is 
one of the two Senators. All three women serving as Associate 
Justices on the United States Supreme Court, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Justices on the United States Supreme Court, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
Elena Kagan, and Sonia Sotomayor, are from New York. And New 
York State was home to the first woman to run for Vice President 
(Geraldine Ferraro) and for President (Hillary Clinton) on a major 
party ticket. Through these women and others like them, the voices 
of the  women from Seneca Falls can be heard along the Canal. 

00.1332 Traveling on the Black River Canal
A canal boat leaving locks on the Black River Canal and heading for the aqueduct to cross the Mohawk River. The Erie and its tribu-
taries were the fastest way to travel around the state for a time. 




